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material was handled as successfully as concrete. Tests
for mental control were performed normally; even the
code test was easy for him. But in the laboratory, as
elsewhere, we were impressed with the lack of control
of his emotions. No sooner was any topic concerning
himself touched upon than the boy drew down the cor-
ners of his mouth and began to cry. Indeed, he wept so
bitterly that it was difficult for him to continue work for
quite a long time. The same reaction was noted over and
over on various occasions and in the presence of differ-
ent persons.

The family history was given us by an older brother,
a very successful business man, quite well educated, and
fine in his attitude toward the delinquent boy. From
him we learned that the heredity was altogether nega-
tive. The father, dead a number of years, had been a
very good man, not alcoholic, and a very hard worker;
he was a member of a family in which there was no mental
trouble. The mother we found to be a very good woman;
she had never heard of epilepsy or insanity in any mem-
ber of her family. Of the three siblings, Oliver was the
only one who had ever caused any trouble. This older
brother and an older sister had graduated from school
with good records, both were married, and had never
been in trouble of any kind. Oliver had always been
healthy, in fact, unusually so. He had gone to school
at the usual age, had been considered a bright boy, but
early was in trouble and was once expelled. He was said
to have associated with bad companions to quite a great
extent, but no one of them had a record equal to his own.
An interesting feature which came to light was the fact
that the boy very frequently was penitent and many
times had sincerely promised to do better, but invariably
fell back into his old ways.

We have here, then, an example of a boy strong and well